OUR FIRST DUTY
Whatever the ideals of our politicians may be, and whatever their aims in life, the moSt important work for us is to improve the minds and morals of our countrymen. The lowest ranks in this country are in a moSt degraded and pitiable condition, To raise them to the level of human beings is a work well worth doing. Shall we leave it to be done by the Christian Missionaries, who are undoubtedly a noble race of workers ?
How much better it would be if, instead of wasting time over fruitless politics, some of our able young men devoted their time and energies to carrying on this humanising work on a larger scale than is possible for foreign missionaries! Instead of parading such pompous catchwords as the * uplift of the depressed classes * for political purposes, let them use their best efforts to improve the condition of these wretched beings who are their brethren. It is one's misfortune occasionally to see such revolting ^specimens of the indigenous human species that one feels ashamed to think that they belong to one's own country, for they seem to be the lowest of the low and the vilest of the vile. No charity could be more useful and more opportune than making them even a hundredth part better than they are. Every one of us can and ought to do something in this direction. Humanity before politics 1
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